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sign for Johnson Acres on North Washington Street.

Created by : The Open Space Committee and Jennifer Carlino, Norton Conservation Agent
Thanksto the Southeastern Graphics Communications studentsand Mr. Robert Leary for the
printing.



Special Acknowledgements

This Open Space and Recreation Plan is dedicated to two individuals who have consistently
supported the Town of Norton in achieving its conservation and recreation goals. Both individuals
are directly responsible for partial funding for the acquisition of several hundred acres of
protected land that will be enjoyed by future generations.

This Open Space and Recreation Plan is dedicated to

Senator Jo Ann Sprague and
Joel Lerner, Director, Division of Conservation Services

The following individuals and organizations deserve a special “ THANK YOU” for their involvement
and assistance in the update of this Open Space and Recreation Plan. Without their contributions this
Plan would not be as detailed, accurate, insightful, creative, fun, interesting, and the complete document
that it is. Thank you!

Jennifer Jillson Soper (Division of Conservation Services)

Marea Gabriel, Lynn Harper, Pat Swain, Patricia Huckery (Natural Heritage and Endangered Species
Program)

Brona Simon (State Archaeologist)

Bill Napolitano (SRPEDD)

Patrick Rogers (former Taunton River Watershed Basin Team L eader)

Christian Jacques (MassGIYS)

Ed Tanner (Attleboro Conservation Commission)

Cathal O’ Brien (Taunton Conservation Commission)

Jan Fowler (Easton Conservation Commission)

Lynn White (Friends of Wheaton Farm)

Phyllis Bernard (Norton Conservation Secretary)

Joyce Marvel and Bill Hebard (former Open Space Committee members)

Linda Libby, Jean Kantilis, (Norton Assessor’s office)

Cathy Hinchey (Building Department)

Canoe River Aquifer Advisory Committee

Daniel Murray (Professor and Chair, Department of Geosciences, University of Rhode Island)
Frances Shirley (Land Preservation Society of Norton)

Paul Cavanaugh, Ph.D. and Eve Vidito (Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences)
Susan LaHoud (Sun Chronicle)

Kevin Saleeba (former reporter at the Taunton Gazette)

All photographs were taken by Jennifer Carlino unless otherwise noted.

Photographs within this document may not be reprinted or used in any other document without
permission of the artist.

Itemsinitalics are included in the Glossary found in Section 12. 2




Table of Contents

SECTION 1 Plan SUMMAIY .....cceieeiieeieeeesieeieseesteeeesseessesessseesseasssseessesssssseessessssssesssesssssnes 6
IS (O I KO\ I~ o1 4 oo [F Tk o] o PSS 6
StAEMENt OF PUMDOSE ...ttt et e e s e teeseesreenseeneeeneenseeneennen 6
Planning Process and Public PartiCipation.............ccucceiieieeiieseeie e s ee e 7
SECTION 3 COMMUNITY SELLING ...eoviiiieiieriesiisieseeee ettt 9
S o [0 7= 0] (1 SRS 9
HiStory Of the COMMIUNITY ......cc.eiiiiiirieee et st ne e nns 10
POPUIELON CharaCteliSHiCS. ... .oviivirieiieeieeee ettt bbb e e e 12
DemographiC TrendS/HOUSING ........ccueieeriieieciesie et sae e sre e 12
ATfOrdable HOUSING......cc.eiiiieiie et n e enne e 20
Growth and DevelOpmMENt PatENNS .........ccooiiiiiiiieeeeee e 21
INfrastruCture-TranSPOrtaiON.........ccveieeieseerie e e e e e eesraesre e e e 23

Zoning Map (REQUITEA M @D 1) ...ooeeeiieiiee ettt sttt st sbe e s re e nne e sans 24
INFraStrUCTUNE-TIETIC .ot 25
INFrASITUCTUNE = WLET ......cceeeeeeecee ettt s teeeesnaenneenne e 25
INFIraSIIUCLUNE = SBIWEN ...t re e 26
BUIT-OUL ANAIYSIS ..ttt be et sne e b e 26

= ] €0 11 o 1P 27
SECTION 4 Environmental Inventory and ANalYSIS.......cccoveviveiieieeciiee s 28
Geology, SOilS, TOPOGIAPNY ......coeiirieieiieriesie sttt b et sb e 28
Effects ON DeVEOPIMENT .........oceee et re e e 31

Soil Limitation Map (Hydric Soils Map)(Required Map 2) ......ccccceeveevienninenieesee s see s 32
Developable Land and Partial Constraints Map (Required Map 2)........ccvcveveveenensennenniescennees 33
Prime and Significant (Statewide) Agricultural SOilS..........cocecveiiiinineneeeees 34
=TT o= o LY O = = o = S 34
Heritage LandSCape INVENTOIY ........ccoiieriirieiienie et see s s ee e 34

Town of Norton Prime and Important Farmland Map .........ccccceveerenieneeriseeneese e seeneens 35
Unique Features and Scenic Resources (Required Map 3).....cccvvcviienniennensieeses e ssres e sseeens 36
Major Water Bodies (Creation, Size, USE) ......ccceveeiieeiie et 39

WELES RESOUITES .......eeieiiieeitieeeitee ettt ettt e ettt e te e e s be e e s abe e e sase e e ssse e e asseeesseeeneeesabeeesabeeesaneeesnreeeanes 43
WELEISNEUS. ...ttt bbbttt sb e b b nenneeneas 43

VL = GO0l g S = a7 (o] SRS 43

Major Surface Waters (LakeS & RIVEIS) ..o 45
AQUITEr RECHAITGE ATEBS........ecueieeeieeesee sttt sttt sb e e b b sae s 45

FIOOO HAZAIT ATEBS .....oueeieeiieesie sttt sttt sttt 45

Water Resources Map (REQUITED MaP 4) ...couveeiiiieeie ettt st s 46
WELLBNGS......c.coeeeece ettt st e e st e e eseesbeeneeaneesseenteeneesseenseans 47

RV A= 0 T = (o o 1P 53
GENEral LandSCADE. ......veeiuieciieeie ettt ettt e ae e s ae e s se e et e e s reeenneearee s 53

(= 1= 0 o 54

Other FOreStry PrOgraiMS. .......cueieeieeieseeseeieseesteeseeseesseeseseesseessesseesseesessesssesssesnsesses 56

PUDIIC Shade TrEES.......coeeeee e 56

SITEEL TTEES .ttt ettt e et e et e e sae e e b e e saeesaree e 57

Itemsinitalics areincluded in the Glossary found in Section 12.



AGHCUITUIAL LANG ...ttt 58

Chapters 61, B1A, BLB........ccueiieierese e 59
Rare, Threatened and Endangered SPECIES.......ccvivieiieeiie vttt 62
Unique Natural Features (Priority HabIitats) .........cocovereieninineceeeesese e 64
Priority Habital Map .......coceeeiieee ettt s 65
FISNENES & WIlAITE ... et enes 67
GENENAl INVENTONY ...ttt n b e sn b nn s 67
BiOIVErSITY INVENTOTY ...ttt 68
BioMap and LiVING WELENS.........ccoveiueieeieeie et st ee st e e sne s et sre e 79
21T 1LY/ = o TSSO 80
Certified Vernal POOIS..........ooiiieececese ettt e s 81
Potential Vernal Pools and Natural COmmUNITIES ..........ccceveenerieeneereeeesee e 85
Wildlife Habitats and Migration COrridors..........cocveiueiieeiiie e 86
Landscaping fOr WIHAITE .......oeoiieeeeeee e 89
Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species (animal) ........ccccevveeeveeneeceeseese e 92
Unique Natural Features (Estimated Habitats) ...........cccceeceeieiecie e 98
Estimated Habitat Map........cociiiiniiieneerenieseese ettt s 99
Future of Rare SPeCieS iN NOMON..........coiiirieeiese e 100
Land Preservation SOCIety Of NOMON..........cccieiiiiicie e nne s 101
HISLOTY .. e e e s e e s e sre e e enneas 101
Annual Earth Day REPOIt Card..........cocooiiiiirieieierenesese e 102
Scenic Resources and Unique ENVIFONMENTS ........ccviveieeiieiee e 103
DEM Scenic LandsCape INVENTOTY ........cooveiiieiie et see st s e see e sres s s 103
Major CharacteristicUnusua GeologiC FOrmations.............ccceoverenereneneseseseenenn. 104
SCENIC ROBAS......c.eeitieiieee ettt bbb bt e e e 105
Cultural, ArchaeologiCal, HISLONC ........c.ccveieeieiieie et 105
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) ......cocoiireierieieeesese e 109
CaN0E RIVEN ACEC ..ottt sttt sne e 110

Canoe RIVEr ACEC MaD ..cciviiiieiiieciiesies et s e sres st sse s sseessessnesnnee s 111

Canoe River Aquifer Advisory COMMITIEE ......cccoveeieriee e 113
Hockomock SWamp ACEC ..o 116
Proposed Three-Mile RIVEr ACEC .........cccooieiicieceee e 117
Environmental ChallenNgES .........ooei i 118
Hazardous Waste/Brownfield SITES .........cccuvieiiriiererereereeee e 118
Reported Petroleum/Chemical REI@aSe SItES........ccovveeveericie e 119
=0 | SO R 119
L TS == O 1= o 1 119
Shpack SUPETUND SITE......cc.oiiiiiieeee e 120

[0S o] o 1TSS 123
ChroniC FlOOAING ......cooviiieieee e 124
S0 101 1= 1 o o SO 125
Ground/Surface Water Pollution, Point and NornPoint SOUrCeS...........c.oveverereneenens 125
Storm Water Management POLICY ........coouiiiieiie et 126
DevelOpMENt TMPACT.......cooviieieierie sttt b e e 129
IMpPaired WaterDOUIES.........ccveieeieeiece ettt s e e aesneenne s 129
EXOUIC, INVASIVE PLaNLS........coeiieesie sttt 131
Other Environmental Challenges...........cocveviiiiiiiiiee s 132

Itemsinitalics areincluded in the Glossary found in Section 12.



Lyme disease, EEE, WINV ...t 133

SECTION 5 Inventory of Public and Private Open Space .........cccovveveieeveevcieesieescieesiens 135
Public and Private Protected Open SPACE.........coviiiriiieieeeres e 135
Summary of Public and Protected 1and...........cccoocvveeienciseece e 136

Public Protected Land, evaluations, and descriptions of parcels..........cccceeveveveennnee. 137
IMUNICHPE ...t b e 137
Commonwealth of MassaChUSELLS ...........cceveereieereereces e 143

Private Protected Land, evaluations, and descriptions of parcels.........cccoevvveevvennee. 145
Protected Land (Required Map 5) ......cccureriiriinerie ettt s 151
Inventory of Public and Private Protected Open SPace..........cocvveeeereerenerieseseseenenns 152

Public and Private Unprotected OPeN SPECE ........ccvieeiieieiieseeie e s e see e eae e sre e sneenneas 163
Inventory of Unprotected Open SPACE.........ccceeveeiieiieeiie i steesree s sre s nree 167
Inventory of Conservation/ReCcreation ProgramsS...........oceoerereresereneeeeseesee s 173
YU 0T o 7= USSR 173
Commonwealth 0f MasSaChUSELLS ........ccceieiriieierese e 173

PrIVELE PrOGraMS .....oviiieiieeieeeee ettt sttt e et e 174
SECTION 6 COmMMUNILY GOAIS .....cceeitieieiieeiteeie e sttt ee st e e nre e ens 176
Description of Process and Statement of Open Space and Recreational Goals........................ 176
COpPY Of OPEN SPACE SUMNVEY .....ceiiiieieieste sttt sbe e e e et e s s e besbesbesseeneeneennas 179
SECTION 7 ANaAlYSISOf NEEUS........eoiiiiieiie ettt e e nnee 181
Summary of Resource ProteCtion NEEUS ...........oiereriiieiierie e 181
Summary of ComMMUNILY NEEAS..........cccveeerieie e ee e sreesre e e e neeeneenns 182
Summary of Management NEEUS...........ccoiiiieieecece et ene 184
SECTION 8 Goalsand ODJECLIVES.........cccciiiiireiireee s 186
SECTION 9 Five-Year ACLION Plan ...t e 194
Achievements from 1999-2004 PlaN ........ccccoveeiirieseereeiesee e eeeseesse e seesseseesseesseeneesseessens 194
Five-Year Action Plan 2005-2010 ........ccceieiirereneniseseeniesie st ssessessesseeneas 196
Action Plan Map (ReqUITEd M@ 6) ......cccueeiiiiiieeiii e siesiessieeesseesiesstessesssseessesssessresssesnsee s 199
SECTION 10 PUBIIC COMMENTS ...ttt sttt st 200
SECTION 11 REFEINONCES. .. .ttt ettt e et e e e e e e e e er e e ees 215
SECTION 12 GIOSSANY ..eveeveruerieeieiiesiesiestesiessessesseseessessesssssessessessessessessssssessessessessessessesseses 218
SECTION 13 ADA compliancein Section 504 REPOIT ........cccoverererierieeieneseneseseeeeeens 227
Appendix A: Rare Species Fact SNeetS........... i 250
Final approval letter from Division of Conservation SErVICES ........cccoveveeeereeieseeseeseseennens 282

Itemsinitalics areincluded in the Glossary found in Section 12.



